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Student Government Day Held 



Social studies teacher Daniel Dodson 
switches positions during Student 

by Diane Brooks 
and Lisa Burgess 

On April 5, 1978, the Methuen 
High School Student Congress held 
its annual Student Government Day 
at Methuen High School. Mr. Rimas, 
one of the advisors to the Student 
Congress, said that the pupose of 
this event is to aquaint students with 
the running if the Methuen School 
System. 

On this day, members of the 
Student Congress replace the super- 
intendent of schools, his assistant, 
the principal and assistant principal, 
the housemasters, and the secretar- 
ies of these people. If there are two 
people who want one position an 
election is held to determine who will 
assume these various positions. 

Mr. Rimas thought that the event 
was a success and provided a 
learning experience for the students 
involved and the whole student body. 
He also thought that the Student 
Congress will continue to hold this 
event annually because the students 
enjoy it. Mr. Rimas commented that 
students should be able to have fun 
while learning. 



Government Day. 

The student administrators were 

Mr. Timony - David Spata 
Mr. Nicholson - John Fitzpatrick 
Mr. Stasio- Jackie Bentley 
Dr. Zdanowicz - Cathy Griffin 
Mr. Malloy - Steven Barbin 
Mr. dayman - Cindy May 
Secretaries- Gail Slaughter 

Debbie Paolino 

Debbie Wilson 

Eton Valentino 

Honor Socirry 
IncJucts 42 

by Diane Brooks 
and Lisa Burgess 

On April 13, 1978, at the Methuen 
High School Assembly Hall, The 
Methuen Chapter of The National 
Honor Society inducted forty-two 
new members. 

Assistant Principal Arthur 
Nicholson III welcomed the inductees 
and their parents and friends. 
Reverend Francis B. Brian, O.S.A. 
said grace before the dinner, which 

continued on page 2 



* DANCE * 

The dance you've been waiting for 
is coming! The Sophmore and 
Freshman classes will hold a dance 
Saturday, May 6, 1978, from 8-11 
p.m. This isn't going to be one of 
those hum-drum Methuen High 
dances. This is going to be a dance! 
FUN!FVN!FVN! So instead of hang- 
ing around the house watching the 
"Saturday Night Re-runs, ''come 
down to the dance and put a little 
excitement into your life ! 

Tickets will be on sale at all three 
lunches. Get them while they last for 
a really great time! 

A Message From The Editor 

'Ranger Spirit' 
Changes Format 

Beginning with this issue, The 
Ranger Spirit will be published 
weekly. Size and cost of the 
newspaper have been reduced; but 
we feel the weekly issues will contain 
more current and important news 
and sports information, while still 
maintaining an adequate balance of 
feature-type stories. 

Many readers may be asking why 
this format was not developed 
earlier. The answer to that question 
is simply that the weekly issue idea 
was overlooked. The staff had been 
concentrating on publishing monthly 
issues. Large, informative, and en- 
tertaining issues were being 
planned. 

While the format and content of 
The Ranger Spirit appear to have 
improved considerably since our 
birth last year, the price for such an 
attractive newspaper was time. With 
a twelve or sixteen page publication, 
it is impossible to predict the 
placement of articles, size of head- 
lines, or make-up of a page before all 
the articles are typed. This meant 
time was passing, and news was 
getting dd. 

A four to eight page newspaper 
will allow the staff to decide the 
layout of the paper without the need 

continued on page 2 
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NEWS 



Honor Society IncJucts 42 



continued from page 1 

was held in the Methuen High School 
cafeteria. 

After dinner, everyone filed down 
to the assembly hall for the induc- 
tion ceremony. Ann- Maria Contari- 
no, President of the 1977-1978 Honor 
Society, officially opened the induc- 
tion. Mrs. Mary Fitzgerald, life-style 
editor for the Lawrence Eagle 
Tribune, spoke about the V.I.P.'s 
that she had known during her career 
as a reporter. After Mrs. Fitzgerald's 
speech, senior Honor Society mem 
bers Carlene Graham, Richard La- 
croix, Pat Tahan, and Mark La 
brecque spoke on the four qualifica- 
tions of a National Honor Society 
member: character, scholarship, 
leadership, and service. 



Following these speeches, the 
induction of new members and 
officers took place. 1977-1978 officers 
Ann-Maria Contarino - President, 
Wendy Garabedian - Vice-President, 
Mark Riopelle - Secretary, Michelle 
Ledger - Treasurer, and Kathleen 
Sullivan - Historian then retired from 
their positions and swore in the 
officers of the 1978-1979 year. 

The new officers are President-Di- 
anne Moore, Vice-President-Bryan 
Kerman, Secretary-Lisa Lacroix, 
Treasurer-Danielle Latulippe and 
Historian-Debra De Jonker. 

New President Dianne Moore 
officially closed the induction cere- 
mony. Members and their parents 
then went to the cafeteria for a coffee 
hour. 
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Senate PIans Car WAsh 



The Student Senate will hold a 
complimentary car wash for all 
teachers and faculty members. This 
will take place during school hours on 
Wednesday, May 17, 1978. Any 
teacher or faculty member wishing to 
have their car washed are asked to 



please sign up at the reception desk 
or to see Cathy Duffy or John 
Fitzpatrick before Friday, May 12. 
Any student wishing to take advan- 
tage of this free deal may do so 
between the hours of 1:30 and 3:30 
that day. 



'Ranger Spirit' 
Changes Format 

continued from page 1 

to wait for completed articles. More 
current and useful information will 
be provided with this set-up. 

There is a great volume of 
newsworthy events at Methuen High 
School. The source of that news, 
however, is you-the student com- 
munity of Methuen High School. We 
would appreciate your help in 
acquiring news. If your club or 
organization is doing anything or has 
something coming up, please inform 
us. We also are interested in 
cartoons, poems, or any other 
material which students or faculty 
would like to submit. Please leave 
your material in the newspaper 
mailbox in the office or with Mrs. 
Longshore or any staff member. 

The only way the school newspaper 
will survive is through the continued 
interest and support of the school 
community. We hope that you will 
find The Ranger Spirit interesting, 
informative, and worthy of your 
support. Let us thank you in advance 
for your cooperation. 
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"Then you just pass in pages one 
and four of that form, omitting lines 
thirty-five to forty-three and signing 
each page, both front and back, in all 
four corners. 

"Oh, yes, and most importantly. 
The form has to be filled out with a 
fountain pen dipped in vinegar and 
everything has to be written back- 
wards. " 

"Why is that?" I asked, looking 
dumbfounded. 

"Well, the lady who is 
memorialized in this scholarship was 
a Geritd freak who hung around the 
back of the ice rink. Apparently, she 
gathered a following of people who 
thought she was psychic. 

"The scholarship winner is chosen 
every third Tuesday . in May at 
precisely 1:47 in the morning. What 
they do is gather around her grave 
and start a small fire. They place all 
the applications on a piece of tin foil 
and hold it over the fire. They 
believe the old woman picks a winner 
from her grave; and the winning 
application rises to the top of the 
pile, with the writing in vinegar 
being visible." 

"That's a pretty weird system," I 
said. 

"It's one of the more reliable ones 
around," my friend assured me. 

"What's the prize, anyway?" I 
finally asked. 

"There's no money," he said. 
"The winner gets a certificate saying 
the spirit of the old lady is with him 
and will guide him through his 
college studies, along with a free 
year's supply of Geritol." 



Teen-age 
Volunteers 



JUNIORS AND SENIORS- Why have 
a "boring" summer this year? 

Hie Nick Rizzo For Congress 
Committee is looking for people like 
you to join their Youth Staff this 
summer. There are many full and 
part-time openings that will give you 
a chance to "do your thing" and gain 
real college and work experience at 
the same time. 

Campaign Manager Richard 
Feldman would like to get together 
with you and talk about joining the 
Rizzo For Congress campaign. He 
will fill you in on exactly what you 
could be learning and doing. . . the 
kinds of things that could make a 
difference in your future. 

This is not another "something for 
nothing" proposition. It's a real 
opportunity to put yourself ahead of 
the others. . . through your own 
efforts. 

Send a postcard today with your 
name, address, school, year of 
graduation, home phone number, 
and special areas of interest to: 

RIZZO FOR CONGRESS 
RICHARD FELDMAN 
YOUTH RECRUITMENT 
P.O. BOX 1496 
LAWRENCE, MASS. 01842 

You could be just a step away from 
the best summer yet! ! ! ! ! ! 



Movie of the Week 



There's been a flood of scholarship 
applications pouring into the Methu- 
en High School guidance office 
lately. Being a senior, I became 
interested in what was involved in 
getting them, I asked a friend who 
was knowledgeable in this area about 
the scholarships. 




"There's nothing to most of those 
forms," my friend told me. "Those 
forms look complicated, but actually 
they don't require much." 

"What about this one?" I asked, 
pointing to a scholarship notice on 
the bulletin board. 

"Oh, yea," he said. "That's not 
much. Trie only thing it requires is 
the basics." 

"Like what," I persisted. 

"Well, it requires your name, last 
name first, middle name second, first 
name last. Then they need your 
address, with the state spelled out 
and the zip code included. 

"After that, you have to list your 
probable college major, probable 
courses and probable extracurricular 
activities. Of course, you have to list 
your high school activities and 
courses also." 

"Is that all?" I asked. 

"Oh, no," he replied. "They also 
have to know your parents' names, 
occupations and salaries. Plus, you 
have to submit a copy of your tax 
return, preferably the short form." 

"What if you had the long form?" 



by Mike Kearny 

Annie Hall - *** - Woody Allen has 
combined his intelligence with Diane 
Keaton's versatile talent to come up 
with a winner. Although not deserv- 
ing the title 'Best Picture of The 
Year,' Annie Hall is painfully funny 
and intriguing. My only critiscism is 



the occasional introduction of worth- 
less characters. Woody Allen and 
Diane Keaton are great, but we do 
not get enough of them together. 
When they are together, it's usually 
in bed. Adults will detest this film, 
but mature teenagers will find it 
funny and interesting. 



It's as easy to learn to be happy as it 
is to be grouchy - and it's a lot more 
fun. -B.C. Forbes 

To all those wonderful people in 
the Media Center. 

Yours truly, 
John 
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SPORTS 



Parker Rates 
Baseball Team Best 

by Steve Castle 

With seven returning starters and 
three returning pitchers in Frank 
Riley, Brian Farley, and Jay Eteioba, 
Coach Bruce Parker rates the 1978 
Ranger Baseball Team as the best in 
theMVC. 

Last year the Rangers were the 
Cinderella team, turning a 3-17 
record to 18-7, going all the way to 
the semifinals in the State Tourn- 
ament. When asked how the players 
react to the pressure put on them to 
win, whereas last year they weren't 
expected to win, Parker replied, 
"The pressure to win is good for us." 
us." 

"Our pitching is very strong, and 
we have a lot of strength on the 
bench. We have kids who would start 
on other teams, where on this team 
they're sitting on the bench," con- 
cedes Parker. 

Concerning the team's major 
strengths and weaknesses, Parker 
regards the defense as strong, 
especially up the middle, but he 
states, "We have to improve our 
bunting, and the players have to 
learn of their limitations . ' ' 



Girls' Tennis Perfect; Boys Improving 



by Debbie DeJonker 

The girl's varsity tennis team's 
record is 5-0, and the biggest match 
of the year which will determine the 

Golf Team 1-1 

by Mark Labrecque 

This year there are nine members 
on the Boy's Varsity Golf team. Jay 
O'Hanian is tne oily returning 
member from last year, and is also 
one of the two seniors of this year's 
team. The captain of the team is Jay 
Zenevitch. 

There are two seniors, three 
juniors, three sophomores, and one 
freshman on the team. 

Last year the team was the M. V.C. 
champion. 

So far this year the team's record is 
1-1. In their first game they won 
against Central Catholic by a score of 
2.5 - 4.5. Their second game was 
against Tewksbury, which they lost 
byascoreof4.5-2.5. 

Zenevitch, the captain, said that he 
believes the team will do well this 
year, even though only one member 
is returning from last year's champ- 
ionship team. 





Schedule 


BASEBALL 


GIRLS' TENNIS 


12 at Austin Prep 


12 Chelmsford 


15 atBillerica 


15 at Lawrence 


17 Lawrence 






BOYS' TENNIS 


GOLF 






12 at Central Catholic 


11 at Lawrence 


15 Lawrence 


16 at Chelmsford 




18 at Dracut 


GIRLS' TRACK 


SOFTBALL 


13 Coaches Invitational 




17 at Chelmsford 


12 Tewksbury 




16 Billerica * 


BOYS' TRACK 


18 at Wilmington 






13 Coaches Invitational 




17 Chelmsford 



league championship is Friday at 
Andover. The team is not only 
undefeated in the league, but also 
uns cored upon. 

The undefeated players are Pam 
DeFillipo and Andrea Chatis in 
individual competition and Pam 
Halloran and Linda Mistal in Doubles 
competition. 

Although there isn't a girl's J.V. 
League, their coach, Miss Bonano, 
feels that the team has a lot of "hope 
and promise for the future." 

Out of the games they have played, 
the girls' J.V. team is 3-1, and Cindy 
Donegan is still undefeated. 

Miss Bonano feels that the girls are 
"serious and concerned" and that 
. they are "real workers." 

The boys' varsity team is 2-3 thus 
far this season, and Mr. Smith, the 
boys' coach, has "great expectations 
for their future." 

Out of the starting seven, four are 
freshmen and sophomores. Matt 
Gordon is the only senior; he is the 
number one player on the team. 

The second and third singles 
players are freshmen Martin Cassidy 
and Peter Giordano. "As Fresh- 
men," Mr. Smith commented, "we 
are at a disadvantage on experience 
because we are playing against 
juniors and seniors on the other 
teams." 

Sophomores Dave Donegan and 
Greg Carnago make up the second 
doubles team. 

Mr. Smith has considerable 
"Hopes for their future," and is sure 
that their "respectability" will in- 
crease. 

There are only four teams in the 
boys' J.V. League this year, but Mr. 
Nbiseaux, the boys' J.V. coach, 
hopes that more towns will follow 
their example. 

Freshmen and sophmores are 
fairly equally distributed on the J.V. 
team, and so far they have won one, 
and lost two; there are no juniors on 
the team. 

Mr. Noiseux said, "We will 
eventually get a lot better by 
playing," and, from watching them 
at practice, they probably will. 



